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Our Mission  

Our Philosophy  
 

Å Adults often don't recognize their childrenõs grief.  

Å Children don't know how to grieve, and the consequences of this can be devastating.  

Å Children don't distinguish between the pain of loss that results from death and the pain of 

   loss that results from divorce, separation or abandonment; for them, all loss is painful.  

Å Children can be healed and thrive after loss with appropriate guidance and support. 

Rainbows For All Children, Inc. is committed to  

 helping children and teens grieve and grow after loss.  



 

     A Letter from Our Board  
Dear Friends of Rainbows,  

 

This has truly been a challenging year filled with ups and downs. Every day, the news is filled with statistics on unemployme nt,  businesses filing bankruptcy and overturned finances. Sadly, in 

the face of one of the greatest economic challenges this country has ever experienced, it is our youth who are becoming colla ter al damage. More families are facing loss and transition.  

Already fragile families have become fractured. Children are facing confusion, anger and heartbreak in the wake of their fami ly loss or change. 

 

Too often we rely on the preconception that children and youth are resilient to the chaos and anxiety that follows these sign ifi cant life changes. Too often, we overlook the distress of  

children like Jenny Gallien.  

  

òI was in fourth grade when my mother walked away from our family and left my first grade brother and me to be raised by a single-parent father. Life 
quickly became much more than I could handle. So many days, I felt sleep -deprived, overwhelmed, scared and non -existent. I was s trange, an outsider. I 
felt there was no one true person that I could trust to share my feelings.ó 
 

Thankfully, Rainbows was there for Jenny to provide her with a place where she could learn to trust again, a place where she could open up and share 

her feelings, a place where she found support and healing. Every day, there are children, just like Jenny, who are battling t heir grief in silence. It is up 

to us to help these children heal their hurt. Despite the tumultuous events unfolding around us, Rainbows has stepped up to t he plate.  

 

Every child that comes through Rainbows is given a safe place to find healing after their loss, be it divorce, death, incarce rat ion, deployment or any 

multitude of scenarios. For them, Rainbows is the emotional safety -net they need when their world has seemingly been turned upsi de down. To date, 

Rainbows has thrived in over 4,000 sites throughout the United States and 17 foreign countries.  

 

I am proud to say, that Rainbows Governing Board has also risen to the occasion. Thanks to their passion and dedication, Rain bows has continued to  

rovide its time -honored programs 2.5 million grieving children and youth since 1983.  

 

As devoted supporters of Rainbows, the Governing Board is committed to ensure that grieving children will find brighter days.  We are working to  

provide all children with a safe place to share their feelings and find healing in the midst of their grief. To that end, the  board has implemented a set 

of initiatives to guarantee Rainbows will endure as long as the need exists.  

 

This year, the board reorganized the committee structure for increased efficiency and maximized its membersõ expertise. Following a successful board retreat, Rainbows Governing Board 

created a set of short and long term goals to support the continued health of the organization. The Board also commissioned a  Development Audit focused on increasing brand awareness and 

the efficiency and effectiveness of Rainbows development and fundraising   

 

On behalf of the Rainbows Governing Board, thank you for helping us bring comfort and healing to grieving children and teens.  Tr uly we are at our strongest when we unite for a common  

purpose ð and through this shared mission, we can change the lives of children and youth.  

 

    
  

  K.C. Wigle 

   Rainbows Governing Board Chair 

 

K.C. Wigle 

         òWe are committed to ensuring that children  
                  find comfort in their time of griefó. 



A Letter from Our President  

 

Greetings,  

 

It certainly is hard to believe we have come through another exciting year together.  Truly, 2010 brought many new opportunit ies for Rainbows to embrace children and youth who have 

been affected by the pain of loss.  

 

I would like to begin by sharing this inspiring account submitted by one of our facilitators:  

 

òLast year I was a facilitator at an alternative high school. The student population is made up of young people who were not able to stay enrolled in 
traditional schools for a variety of reasons.   In fact, the average student is on their fourth high school.   76% of them qualify  for free or reduced 
lunch (poverty level). At least 83% of the population met the legal criteria of Children At -Risk.  100% of the students are grie ving the recent loss of a 
loved one. And, in most cases, The students have experienced multiple losses and crisis in their young lives.   
 
While the faculty was doubtful a program such as Rainbows high school edition, Spectrum would have any impact on such a popul ati on, I persevered 
anyway. The year was a huge success as far as the students were concerned personally and they shared during the last session  tha t all of their fellow 
students needed to belong too and wanted to be assured they could participate again next school year. This is amazing given t hese kidsõ academic and 
personal histories.  Now the faculty are wanting to participate as facilitators as well.   

  
 I am so excited about starting Spectrum this year.   One group is formed already with 7 kids dealing with deaths.   Kids are now asking to be in the 
groups. These students are tough and street wise; they either are in gangs or flirting with joining one; their families are n on-existent and /or neglect-
ful. Each one is struggling to be good and succeed.  Spectrum is teaching them the personal skills to thrive in spite of the des pair they live in.ó  

ð Facilitator, Milwaukee, WI     

 

While we have been able to provide comfort to millions of children over the years ð an accomplishment to be proud of ð we are aware that our work is far from finished. Rainbows  

continues to receive thousands of requests from social workers, teachers and caregivers, who are looking to enroll children i n our successful program. As inquiries from desperate 

families and communities increased over the previous year, Rainbows has strengthened its resolve to be a voice of calm and co mfo rt for children caught in the eye of their very private 

and painful storms.  

 

In an environment shaped by rising suicide rates, community violence, bullying on our schoolyards and playgrounds and heighte ned concerns about our global economy, Rainbows forges 

ahead to meet the growing need for its programs. Rainbows remains committed to giving children and teens the guidance to grie ve and grow after loss. Through the fulfillment of our 

mission and the dedication of Rainbows friends and supports, all children can find comfort and healing in the midst of lifeõs st orms. In these critical times, Rainbows needs the support 

of our donors. For only $10, you can provide Rainbows for one child. For $200, you can support an entire Rainbows site. Your help is needed more now than ever.  

  

Thank you for your compassion and for all that you do to contribute to the lives of children and families.  I look forward to  th e possibilities that lie ahead in 2011 as we journey  

together in this life -affirming mission!  

   

         
Suzy Yehl Marta  

Rainbows President & Founder  

 

Suzy Yehl Marta  

                 òIt is such a privilege to walk beside children grieving a loss ð 
      shepherding them to a brighter place is truly an honor.ó 

 


